A suspension of 580 mg (1.0 mmol) 9,22-(bisbutyloxy)hemiporphyrazine [1] and 375 mg (1.5 mmol) Ni(OAc) 2 · 4H 2 O in 5 ml DMF was stirred at 140°C for 4 h. After cooling to room temperature water was added to the mixture. The greenish precipitate was filtered and the filtrate rinsed with water. Purification of the title compound was achieved by column chromatography on silica (CHCl 3 /MeOH, 100:1, v/v; R f = 0.18). A 0.01 M solution of the title compound in CHCl 3 was covered with the same volume of nhexane and allowed to stand at room temperature under exclusion of light for one week, yielding bluish-black, needle-like crystals suitable for X-ray structure determination.
Discussion
The crystal structure of the title compound is built up by the centro-symmetric completely planar metal complex molecules, (the atoms N1/N1a/N21/N21a and N20/N20a/N30/N30a show no deviation from the least-squares planes). The essential feature is the orthorhombic (compressed) environment around nickel with two trans metal to isoindole nitrogen distances d(Ni-N1) = 2.077(3) Å and two trans metal to pyridine nitrogen distances d(Ni-N21) = 1.887(3) Å. With respect to the bond distances of the four bridging nitrogen atoms N20/N20a/N30/N30a, e.g. d(N30-C6) = 1.375(5) Å and d(N30-C29) = 1.283(5) Å, the title compound should be described as a non-aromatic metal chelate, where two trans pyridine units are linked via a single bonds to two trans isoindole units. Along the b axis a columnar structure is built up by stacks of tilt metal complexes, leading to a significantly enlarged intermolecular distance d(Ni···Ni) = 4.7256(1) Å. We predict that the pseudo-octahedral environment of the nickel atom (with respect to the additional intermolecular atoms N20 and N20a of the neighbouring metal complexes) stabilizes this stacking along the b axis. This new structure differs from the previously reported structure of hemiporphyrazinato nickel(II) [2] , which shows cofacial stacking of the non-planar, distorted saddle-shaped molecules and an intermolecular Ni···Ni distance of 3.7637(4) Å. 
